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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claim 1-35 are pending in this office action. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 .1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on October 
10, 2006, has been entered. 

3. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections 

4. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Albrecht et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,950,01 1 ) in view of Chou et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
5,892,906). 
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Regarding claims 1, 15, 19, and 32 , Albrecht et al. teaches a method/apparatus 
for serving a plurality of devices through a communications network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

• A memory for storing a plurality of records associated with the devices, 
respectively (fig. 1 , Knowledge Base); 

• An input element for receiving from a selected device a request for configuration 
of the selected device from a generic configuration to a selected or custom 
configuration through the communications network, the request including first 
information concerning a first identifier identifying the selected device, wherein 
the selected device is physically possessed by a customer (col. 5, line 63 
through col. 6, line 16 and col. 8, lines 31-57); 

• A processor for selecting a record, the selected record including a second 
identifier and configuration information concerning the selected or custom 
configuration for the selected device, the selected or custom configuration 
corresponding to a predetermined feature set of the selected device, the 
processor determining whether the second identifier corresponds to the first 
identifier obtained (fig. 1, Editor and col. 6, line 52 through col. 7, line 31); and 

• An output element for causing the generic configuration of the selected device to 
be configured based on the configuration information when it is determined that 
the second identifier corresponds to the first identifier (fig. 1 , Interpreter and col. 
7, lines 32-51). 
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Albrecht et al. does not teach the cryptographic elements or the data being 
encrypted or specifically that the request is generated upon initial power up. However, 
configuring a computer with software and network names, as taught by Albrecht et al. , 
would best be performed upon power up of the system before any software and network 
features were enabled. This would prevent software corruption. 

Chou et al. teaches the cryptographic element and encrypting the supplied data 
(col. 6, lines 20-33, col. 7, lines 14-35 and col. 8, lines 18-34). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine a cryptographic element and encrypting the supplied 
data, as taught by Chou et al. , with the method/apparatus of Albrecht et al. because the 
supplied data represents a serial number (which is unique to each computer); 
encrypting the unique data prevents anyone else from obtaining the unique data. 

Regarding claims 2 and 20 , Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. teaches 
wherein the coded information including encrypted information concerning the identity of 
the selected device (see col. 4, lines 6-19 of Chou et al.). 

Regarding claims 3, 17, 21. and 34 , Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. 
teaches wherein the encrypted information concerns a serial number of the selected 
device (see col. 8, lines 17-20 of Albrecht et al.). 
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Regarding claims 4. 18. 22. and 35 . Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. 
teaches wherein the encrypted information is encrypted in accordance with a public key 
algorithm (see col. 6, lines 20-33 of Chou et al.). 

Regarding claims 5,11. 23. and 29 . Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. 
teaches wherein the coded information including a digital signature resulting from 
cryptographically signing at least part of the request (see col. 8, lines 36-41 of Chou et 
al.). 

Regarding claims 6. 13. 24. and 30 . Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. 
teaches wherein the information objects include software components (see col. 5, lines 
58-60 of Albrecht et al.). 

Regarding claims 7. 14. 25. and 31 . Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. 
teaches wherein the information objects include data (see col. 3, lines 65-67 of Albrecht 
et al.). 

Regarding claims 8 and 26 . Albrecht et al. teaches a method/apparatus 
physically possessed by a customer configurable by a server through a 
communications network, the apparatus comprising: 

• A processor for generating a request for configuration of the apparatus from a 

generic configuration to a selected or custom configuration which includes 
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therein coded information for verification by the server of an identity of the 
apparatus (fig. 1 , Editor and col. 6, line 52 through col. 7, line 31); 

• An interface for receiving information objects corresponding to a predetermined 
feature set of the apparatus for configuring the apparatus from the server through 
the communications network when the identity of the apparatus is verified by the 
server, the information objects modifying the generic configuration of the 
apparatus (col. 5, line 63 through col. 6, line 16 and col. 8, lines 31-57); 

• A memory (fig. 1 , Knowledge Base); and 

• A loader for directing the information objects to be loaded in the memory in 
accordance with a predetermined plan (fig. 1, Interpreter and col. 7, lines 32-51). 

Albrecht et al. does not teach generating coded information using the 
cryptographic element or specifically that the request is generated upon initial power up. 
However, configuring a computer with software and network names, as taught by 
Albrecht et al. , would best be performed upon power up of the system before any 
software and network features were enabled. This would prevent software corruption. 

Chou et al. teaches generating coded information using the cryptographic 
element (col. 6, lines 20-33, col. 7, lines 14-35 and col. 8, lines 18-34). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine generating coded information using the cryptographic 
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element, as taught by Chou et aL with the method/apparatus of Albrecht et al. It would 
have been obvious for such modifications because the coded information consists of 
information pertaining to software for a particular user; encrypting the coded information 
prevents anyone else from illegally obtaining the software/data. 

Regarding claims 9 and 27 , Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. teaches 
wherein the cryptographic element includes a private key (see col. 6, lines 20-33 of 
Chou et al.). 

Regarding claims 10 and 28 , Official notice is taken that the request is 
automatically generated on an initial power up of the apparatus because the request 
would be before any previously installed software and network features were enabled. 
This would prevent software and network corruption. 

Regarding claim 12 , Applicant's admitted prior art teaches comprising a franking 
system, because applicant did not contest the official notice statement made by 
examiner in the previous office action. 



Regarding claims 16 and 33 , Albrecht et al. as modified by Chou et al. teaches 
wherein the cryptographic element includes a public key (see col. 6, lines 20-33 of Chou 
et al.). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon S. Hoffman whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3863. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 
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